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Background and Current Situation 



The Vision for the Retail Precinct  

The Recovery Plan’s vision for 

the city is to create a 

distinctive, vibrant and 

prosperous 21st century city 

centre to live, work, play, 

learn, stay and invest in. 

 

The Retail Precinct is a key 

part of the wider economic 

recovery and program of work 

that the Recovery Plan 

commits to. 

 



Development Proposals 



Some Key challenges 

Private Sector Delivery 

A lot of effort, energy and $ invested 

Some design/development plans well advanced 
 

But  
 

Lack of an overall precinct plan  
Differing development objectives amongst some 
landowners  
 Car parking, business and tenant attraction   

 

 

 



CCDU’s Role 

 Establishment of a Retail Precinct Project team to 
support the private sector  

 
 Macroplan Dimasi 
 
 Physical Design Plan, including the south west end 
 
 Retail Precinct Reference Group 
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A Totally Integrated Development….. 

 

• ‘The Terrace’ includes 

– Bars and restaurants on ground and first floor along Oxford 
Terrace 

– Independent / Boutique Retail 

– Offices 

– Boutique Hotel 

– Car Park (approx 320 parks) 







Development Features….. 
 

- 5 Laneways 

- Central Piazza  

- Oxford Terrace bars & restaurants on ground & first floor 

- Low height buildings along Oxford Terrace 

- Tallest buildings on eastern boundary of the development 

 Provides protection from wind 

 Allows all buildings within the development to have a view 
west to the Avon River 

 

 



Development Features (contd)….. 
 

- Most buildings will have windows on all 4 sides 

- First floor promenade with grand stairs from the central piazza 

- The whole site slopes to the Hereford Street / Oxford Terrace 
corner 

- The Hereford Street boundary is 1.2m lower than the Cashel 
Street boundary 

- Each building will be at a different ground level but will appear 
to be the same 

- The Terrace development will include 9 separate buildings,  
15 lifts and 15 staircases when completed 





The Rules…. 
 

- Optimise the site, not maximise 

- Central piazza the focal point of the development 

- Low height buildings along Oxford Terrace to allow river 
views for the rear buildings to the east 

- Sense of discovery 

- Spaces between the buildings just as important as the 
buildings themselves 

- Good light penetration to the central piazza 

- Outward looking, not inward looking like a mall 



The Rules (contd)…. 
 

- No office desk to be further than 11m from a window 
- To enhance and maximise the Avon River aspect 
- To be a comprehensive offering including hospitality, retail, 

offices, hotel and parking 
- Generosity of space, giving back to the people of 

Christchurch 
- Timeless design 
- Extensive use of laneways to permeate the entire site, five 

laneways in total 
- Accessible to all 
- Buildings to read differently from each other – unique and 

individual 
 



The Rules (contd)…. 
 

- First floor promenade linking all the first floor tenancies 
along Oxford Terrace 

- If you see it in a mall, you probably won’t see it at  

    ‘The Terrace’ 

- Must be financially sound 

- The place everyone will want to be 
 



















This unprecedented central city / urban redevelopment 

creates opportunities  for:  
 
•Developers – acquire or lease land and develop, offer 

tenancies   

•Investors – acquire land or built developments with rental 
yields                                            
•Funders – bank development proposals of existing / new 
clients                                         
•Retailers – take space in Precinct which offers world 

class accessibility          

The Opportunity  



 
 

QUESTIONS 
 

 

CCDU CONTACT 
TOM  DOWNEY 

Tom.downey@cera.govt.nz 

0274574983  

 

 

 


